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I– News on Cross Border Trade Flows of Agricultural Products 
 

From June 8 – 12, 2014 a meeting for the 
establishment of the Task Force on Trade 
Liberalization Scheme of ECOWAS and 
the preparations for the Regional 
Citizens’ Forum was held in Abuja, 
Nigeria. CILSS was invited to the meeting 
and to join the Task Force and was 
represented by the Regional Support 
Program of Market Access (PRA-
Marché). The following were noted at 
the meeting:  
 
o For the preparation of the Regional 

Citizens' Forum, the Regional 
Support Programme of Market 
Access of CILSS (PRA-Markets) 

prepared a memorandum containing proposals of solutions to barriers related to the free 
movement of agricultural and livestock products in ECOWAS region for the thematic group on 
the free movement of agricultural commodities 

 
o During the Regional Citizens' Forum scheduled to be held in July 2014, PRA-Markets of CILSS 

actively contributed to the animation of the thematic group on the free movement of agricultural 
products.  

 
o At the Forum, PRA-Markets made a recommendation for the widening of scope including 

geographical location and number of products to be covered during monitoring of intra-regional 
trade of agricultural products with the financial support from the Customs Directorate of the 
ECOWAS.  This is in perfect synergy and integration in support of the implementation of the 
recommendations of the regional conference on the free movement of agricultural products in 
Africa Programme coordinated by Hub Rural and under the auspices of the Committee on 
Agriculture, Environment and Water Resources of ECOWAS.  

 
o After the forum, CILSS organized a regional high-level meeting on the free movement of 

agricultural commodities under the auspices of ECOWAS. A technical and financial support 
request will be made to ECOWAS for this purpose.  

 
o The PRA-Markets of CILSS participated fully and actively in the Task Force on the free movement 

of goods and contributed to the development of indicators for monitoring and evaluation 
activities of the Task Force 
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II – System of Data Collection 
 
CILSS collects data through intra-regional 
trade for a more complete and accurate 
understanding of regional trade of 
commodities and to promote the West African 
regional trade in staple food commodities and 
livestock. 
 
These data are collected by professional 
organizations (a regional organization for 
livestock and six national associations for 
cereals and cowpea) through private 
partnerships. Data collection activities are 
supported by grant agreements signed by 
partners with CILSS. Data are collected on: (1) 
cereals (maize, millet, sorghum, par-boiled  

rice, cowpea and (2) livestock including large 
(cattle) and small ruminants (sheep and 
goats). 
 
The trade data collectors are positioned at exit 
points (borders) and in strategic markets in 
the various countries in the region to collect 
data on cross-border trade and on livestock 
and staple food commodities. The countries 
covered include Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote 
d’Ivoire, Ghana, Mali, Niger, Nigeria and Togo. 
These data collection activities are done on a 
daily basis and on market days in each country 
and are supervised by focal points that collate 
and transmit same to CILSS on a monthly 
basis. 

 
Map 1 :  Synoptic Map of Cross Border Trade in West Africa; June 2014 
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III. – Cross Border Trade of Maize 
 
III.1 – Exporting Countries 
 

Table 1 :  Distribution of Maize Exports per Country in June 2014 
 

Country of Origin Total Volume 
(tons) 

Value ($) % 

Benin 530 128 ,491 5.6    

Burkina Faso 5,943 1,283 ,232 62.7    

Cote d'Ivoire 856.8 169 ,790 9.0    

Ghana 1,326.8 314 ,447 14.0    

Nigeria 548.8 212 ,240 5.8    

Togo 268.2 68 ,018  2.8    

TOTAL 9,473.6 2 176 ,218 100 

 
 

Figure 1 :  Distribution of Exports ($) of Maize per Country, June 2014 
 

 
 
In June, the volume of maize traded on the corridors being surveyed was 9,473.6 tons that remained 
almost the same compared to that of May of 9,568 tons with a decrease of about 1 %. This stability in 
trade was as a result of a slight augmentataion in exports of Burkina of 6.88% despite the decline in 
the exports of the two main exporting countries from the coast. Côte d'Ivoire decreased its exports 
of about 35% compared to the volume exported in May and Ghana also decreased by about 17.8%. 
The main exporting country is again Burkina Faso of 62.7% of total volume traded during the period 
and was followed by Ghana; 14% and to a lesser extent Côte d'Ivoire 11%, as the flow from Côte 
d'Ivoire to Mali through to Senegal has been stopped.  
 
The average price per ton in the sub-region remained stable ($229.7 per ton), although there was a 
slight increase of 1.3% compared to May ($227) and 4% at least compared to April 2014 ($219). 
Except in Burkina Faso and Côte d'Ivoire where the average import prices have remained below the 
regional average, in other countries the prices were above the regional average. 
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III.2 – Importing Countries 
 

Table 2 : Volume (ton) and Value ($) of Maize Imported in June 2014 

Importers 

 
Bénin Burkina Faso Mali Niger Togo Total  

Volume (t) 30 2586.8 272 6554.8 30 9473.6 

Value ($) 7,461 586,217 51,365 1,523,714 21,372 2176218 

$ / t 248.7 226.6 188 232 248.7 229.7 

Exporters 

Burkina 
Faso Bénin, Côte 

d’Ivoire, 
Ghana, Togo 

Burkina 
Faso 

Burkina 
Faso, Côte 

d’Ivoire, 
Ghana, 
Nigéria 

Burkina 
Faso 

  

 
Figure 2 :  Distribution of Importers per Country, June 2014 

 

 
 

Two countries imported almost 96% of the total volume of trade i.e. 69% of maize imported by Niger 
and followed by Burkina Faso with 27%, which testifies that the latter remains a transit country. 
Importing countries are supplied to a large extent by coastal countries, however, Niger is always 
assured of its supply and by 85.6% from Burkina Faso. It has even increased its import volume by 6% 
compared to the previous month while it was observed that a decrease of 22% in imports occurred in 
Burkina compared to May.  
 
Conclusions on maize: the total volume of maize traded on the various corridors surveyed by CILSS 
was 9473.8 tons during the month of June 2014 against 9,856.8 tons in May and represents a 1% 
decrease;  due to the significant decrease in the flow of maize from the coastal countries to the 
Sahel. This decrease in supply was however taken over with a slight increase in exports from Burkina 
Faso (7%) and remains the leading exporter since May. It is also the main transit country because it is 
important that 92% of Niger maize flows through it. The estimated value of trade in maize in the 
region was $2,176,218 with a regional average price of $230 per ton which is slightly higher by (1.3%) 
compared to its level in May of more than $3.00 per ton. 
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IV. – Cross Borde Trade of Millet and Sorghum 
 
IV.1 – Millet Trade Flow 
 

Table 3 : Volume (ton) and Value ($) of Milet Export in June 2014 

Exporters Burkina Faso Nigéria Togo Total 

Volume (t) 777.7 1027.2 13.2 1818.1 

Value ($) 318355 460640 3590 782585 

$ / t 409 448 272 430 

Importers 
Bénin, Côte d’Ivoire, 

Ghana, Niger, Togo 
Niger 

Burkina 
Faso    

 
Figure 3 :  Imports and Exports (tons) of Millet per Country, June 2014 

 

  
 
 

The total volume of millet exported was 1,818 tons recording an increase over that of May  by 16.4%. 
This increase was driven primarily by increases in supply from Burkina Faso (24%) and Nigeria (17%). 
Niger was the main importer of 75%; (See Figure 4).  
 
 The average price per ton was approximately $430 and was  down by 1.51% compared to May when 
it stood at $437 per ton. This decrease was linked to that of Burkina Faso and Nigeria which rose on 
average by $409 to $398 and $448 to $466 per ton respectively. This price reduction would likely 
cause the increase in exports from Burkina Faso and Nigeria to Niger. The exported volume increased 
from 250 to 276 tons in Burkina and 880 to 1,027 tons in Nigeria. 
 
IV.2 – Sorghum Trade Flow 
 

Table 4: Volume (tons) and Value ($) of Sorghum Exported in June 2014 

Exporters Burkina Faso Nigéria Togo Total 

Volume (t) 1584 795 54 2433 

Value ($) 428975 265395 9138 703507 

$ / t 271 334 168 289 

Importers 
Bénin, Côte d’Ivoire, 

Ghana, Niger Togo 
Niger 

Burkina 
Faso    
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The volume of sorghum exported during the month of June was down by 120 tons or (5%); 
proportional to the export of Nigeria that saw a decline of 6% and that of Burkina Faso of 4%. Niger 
absorbed about 47% of total trade volume and 33% by Ghana. Benin and Togo are placed after the 
first two countries with 260 and 180 tons respectively. As for the exports, Burkina Faso was the 
leading supplier with 1,584 tons, or 65% of total volume. The export volume of Burkina Faso has 
decreased from 1,642 tons to 1,583 tons in the direction of five countries in the subregion. Given 
that the volume of export decreased, the average price of $289 also decreased by 4.3% This could be 
related to the improvement of the supply of millet in particular because of Ramadan festivities that 
comes off by the close of the month.  
 
Conclusions on millet and sorghum: In May 2014, the supply of millet and sorghum recorded 
increases and decreases as millet supply increased by 16.4% while that of sorghum decreased by 5%. 
compared to May 2014. The increase in supply of millet to Niger (75% in volume) was related to the 
approach of Ramadan while sorghum followed a steady trend of decline during this lean season. The 
improved supply of millet export could explain the decrease in the price of sorghum which remains 
the main substitute for  millet. 
 

V. – Par Boiled Rice Trade Flow 
 

Table 5: Volume (ton) and Value ($) of Par-boiled Rice Export in June 2014 
 

Exporters Bénin Burkina Faso Côte d’Ivoire Ghana Mali Nigéria Togo Total 

Volume (t) 371.2  0 0 0 0 0  371.2 

Value ($) 260576  0 0 0 0 0 260576 

$ / t 701  -- -- -- -- -- 701 

Importers Nigeria, Togo 
 

            

 
For the month of June 2014, only Benin ensured the flow of parboiled rice export of 371 tons to 
Nigeria and Togo. The volume traded was down by 37% compared to that of the previous month as 
Burkina Faso alone provided 509 tonnes. The export price of $702 per ton remained stable (0.64%) 
compared to that of May. 

 
VI. – Cross Border Trade Flow of Cowpea 
 

Table 6 : Volume (ton) and Value ($) of Cowpea Export in June 2014 

Exporters Bénin Burkina Faso Côte d’Ivoire Ghana Mali Niger Togo Total  

Volume (t) 0 2345.8   0 75 0 2496 

Value ($) 0 1407350   0 49738 0 1457088 

$ / t -- 600   -- 663-- -- 602 

Importers   
Bénin, Ghana,  

Niger, Togo            
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Figure 4 :  Distribution of Cowpea Imports by Country in June 2014 
 
 

 
 

 
The main cowpea exporting country remains Burkina Faso which provided 97% of total trade volume 
to Niger (3%); Benin (14%), Ghana (72%), Mali (1.4%) and Togo (11%). The exported volume of 2,421 
was down by 11.7% compared to that of May (2705 tons). Ghana is still the largest importer with 
1,756 tons, or 72% of the total, followed by Benin and Togo. Niger exported 75 tons to Ghana but 
also imported 10 tons from Burkina Faso. Despite the decline in export volume, average price 
observed for these transactions  of $602 per ton was also down by 5% compared to May. This price 
reduction is mainly due to lower prices in Burkina Faso which moved from $632 to $600 per ton.  
 
Conclusions on parboiled rice and cowpea: The volume of these two agricultural products (par-
boiled rice and cowpea) experienced decline in volume particularly parboiled rice because of the 
non-supply of Burkinabe product on the market this June. Despite the decline in the volume of 
cowpea export, price has gone down in June from $631 to $600 per ton due to lower import volume 
by Ghana. 

 
General Remarks on the Agricultural Products 
 
After a decline of about 30% of agricultural products between April and May 2014, the trade flow in 
volume of cereals and cowpea remained somehow stable (-0.38%). There was a slight decrease in the 
trade flow of maize of (1%) which was the main cereal traded i.e. 67% of the total volume of cereals. 
Except millet, other agricultural products have also experienced decline in volumes transacted 
including sorghum (-4.9%), parboiled rice (-37%); cowpea (-11.7%). For millet because of its increased 
possible usage during Ramadan its supply increased by 16.4%. 
 
The total trade in volume of agricultural products was 16,517 tons distributed among maize (57.4%), 
sorghum (14.7%), cowpea (14.7%), millet (11%) and parboiled rice (2.2%). The main exporting 
countries remain the coastal countries as regards maize. However, Burkina Faso plays an important 
role throughout both in terms of export or import or transit. It gradually became the main exporter 
of maize (for two months), one of the leading exporters together with Nigeria by exporting millet, 
sorghum and cowpea. It is also a  main exporter of parboiled rice even though there were no exports 
in June. In terms of export, Burkina Faso remains the leading exporter with 8,304 tons of cereals or 
58% of the volume traded and 10,650 tons of agricultural products was 64.5% of exports. In terms of 
imports, Niger came first with 64% of total imports of cereals and 54% of all agricultural products.  
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Except maize and parboiled rice which saw appreciable increases of 1.3% and 0.64% respectively, 
other products recorded decreases in prices by 1.5% for millet, 4.3% for sorghum and 4.79% for 
cowpea. These declines were related to the price levels which were exceptionally high in May vis-à-
vis the level of market supply which has so far remained stable.  
 
In perspective, the export volumes will continue to decline without greatly influencing the level of 
market supply in July 2014. Prices will remain stable next month with moderate variations except in 
areas where there are conflicts or there are displaced persons and refugees which may trigger 
potential institutional purchases. 
 

VII. – Cross Border Trade Flow of Livestock 
 
VII.1 – Cattle Exports 
 

Table 7 : Heads and Value ($) of Cattle Exports in June 2014 
 

Exporters Bénin Burkina Faso 
Côte 

d’Ivoire Mali Niger Total 

Heads 1278 17066 149 12778 1678 32949 

Value ($) 598343 11620937 87872 8480657 1312896 22100706 

Importers Nigéria  

Bénin, Côte d’ivoire, 
Ghana, Niger, 
Nigéria, Togo 

Ghana 
Côte d’Ivoire 

Sénégal Nigéria  

 
Figure 5 :  Cattle Exports per Country in June 2014 

 

 
 

The volume of cattle flow declined during the month by 15.93% i.e. from 38,199 in May to 32,949 
heads in June. Burkina Faso and Mali were the major exporters with 51.8% and 38.8% respectively 
followed by Niger of 5.1% and Benin by 3.9%.. However, there was a significant decline in exports 
from Burkina by 14.7%, Niger (142%) and Benin (27.46%) and Malian exports remained about stable 
(-1.14%).  
 
The main destinations have not changed much: Nigeria imported about 34.65%; followed by Côte 
d'Ivoire 24%, Senegal with 21.73% and 15.6% for Ghana.  
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Regional average prices rose again due to decline in supply of 15.93%. The regional average price 
rose from $656 in May to $671 in June representing an increase of 2.2%.  
 
Conclusions on cattle: The cross-border trade flow of cattle experienced a quantitative decrease in 
the month of June 2014 unlike in May, or against an increase of 28% recorded in April. The main 
exporting countries are still Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, that reduce the exports due to the onset of 
the rainy season. This decrease in supply has led to a significant increase in prices in each country but 
in Côte d'Ivoire prices were relatively higher last month. 

 
VII.2 – Sheep Exports 
 

Table 8 : Number and Value ($) of Sheep Exported in June 2014 

  

Exporters 

Importers Bénin 
Burkina 

Faso 
Mali Niger Total 

Bénin 
No  -- 9969   9969 

$ -- 480362   480362 

Côte 
d'Ivoire 

No  -- 27128 22755  49883 

$ -- 3319244 3123937  6443181 

Niger 
No  -- 2445   2445 

$ -- 162951   162951 

Nigéria 
No  345   1579 1579 

$ 13915   181542 181542 

Sénégal 
No  --  8559  8559 

$ --  1005786  1005786 

Togo 
No  -- 2995   2995 

$ -- 156032   156032 

Total 
No  -- 42537 31314 1579 75 430 

$ -- 4118991 4129724 181542 8 429 857 

 
 
Unlike the flow of cattle which saw a decrease in number and price stability of (+2%), trade in sheep 
showed an increase of 34.46%. The number of animals exported increased from 50,191 in the month 
of May to 75,430 in June 2014. This increase could be explained in a way as expenses made during 
the lean season may be recovered by selling a lot of animals during Ramadan. Except that Niger's 
exports fell by 5.8%, other exporting countries particularly the main export countries have greatly 
increased their exports by 36% in Burkina Faso and 33% for Mali. These exports went to major 
destinations like Côte d'Ivoire with 66%; 13% to Benin and 11% to Senegal.  
 
This significant increase in supply has played on the price level which fell by 14% compared to that of 
May 2014 and this was mainly due to the decrease prices in Burkina Faso (-30%) and to a lesser 
extent, Niger (-6%). However, the average price of sheep remained stable in Mali. The average export 
price during the month was $112 per unit compared to $128 per unit in May 2014. 
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VII.3 – Export of Goats 
 

Table 9 : Number and Value ($) of Goats Exported in June 2014 
 

  

Exporters 

Importers Bénin 
Burkina 

Faso 
Mali Niger Total 

Côte 
d'Ivoire 

No --  390  390 

$ --  33262.5  33262.5 

Nigéria 
No    5747 5747 

$    352513 352513 

Sénégal 
No --  1815  1815 

$ --  12784.5  12784.5 

Total 
No    2205 5747 7952 

$   161109 352513 513622 

 
 
It was observed that trade flows in goats experienced a decline in number during the month of June 
2014 by 18,383 units compared to May 2014 of a decrease of 231% following difficulties in 
differenting between sheep and goats in a truck especially in Burkina Faso, but there were increases 
in Mali of 34%. The exports from Niger declined by 21.42%. The major exporters during the month 
were Mali and Niger with 28% and 72% respectively for a total of 7,952 units. Mali exported 390 
animals to Cote d’Ivoire and 1,815 to Senegal which was 5% and 23% respectively. For Niger, its 
exports were mainly directed towards Nigeria and accounts for 72% of the total trade in June 2014. 
The regional average price rose by 7.37% and was $65 per unit. This increase was driven by the 
average price of goats in Mali that increased by 2% and remained around $73 per unit. 
 

VII.4 – Donkey Exports  
 
Since April 2014, a system of data collection and monitoring of donkeys was put in place on Niger-
Nigeria main corridors. The number of donkeys sold in Nigeria declined in May but increased in June 
2014. Indeed, trade in donkeys was 157 units in April to 114 units in May and and the number rose to 
205 units in June 2014 This unusual trend is however correlated to changes in prices. i.e. $101 in 
April, $126 in May and $205 in June 2014. Total trade value was $19, 295. 



 
Cross border Trade Flow of Agricultural Products in West Africa-June 2014 

Page 9 

 

Conclusion of Livestock Trade 
 
The total number of cattle marketed during the month of June 2014 was 32,949 heads for a total of 
$22,100,706 . This number of exports was provided primarily by the Sahelian countries namely: 
Burkina Faso (51%), Mali (40%) and Niger (8%) while imports were towards various coastal countries. 
The main importing countries of livestock among others were Cote d’Ivoire, with 50% of the total 
trade that was received mainly from Burkina Faso and Mali, Nigeria with 16% mainly from Burkina, 
Niger and Benin, Senegal solely from Mali and Benin most important from Burkina Faso.  
 
During the period, the number sold remained stable (+1.5%), the number of cattle decreased by 
15.9% but this was offset by the number of sheep sold (+33%). These changes have led to an increase 
in the average price of cattle and goats of 2.18% and 7% respectively while the average price of 
sheep went down by 14%. 
 

VIII. – General Conclusions 
 
The total value of trade on the corridors and markets of agricultural products and livestock surveyed 
by CILSS in June 2014 was approximately $36.44 million (17,393,075,035 CFA) compared to $38.7 in 
May 2014 (18,481,510 FCFA), recording a decrease of about 6% or (18,481,328,510 CFA francs). This 
decrease is related to the trade volume of all products sold except millet, sheep and donkeys 
 


